
Project Descriptions: 

San Diego Pipeline No. 6  

Ref.: -     Final EIR certified by MWD’s Board in May 1993 

- Multiple Board items from March 2001 (Item 9-2) through March 2006 (Item 8-4) 
authorizing design, R/W acquisition, professional services agreements, and 
construction of the North Reach.  

Pipeline 6 is a joint project between Metropolitan and the SDCWA. Metropolitan’s portion 
consists of approximately 6.5 miles of tunnel and 12.5 miles of buried pipeline construction 
measuring ten feet in diameter.  It will be constructed from the Lake Skinner Reservoir in 
southern Riverside County to just north of the San Luis Rey River in north San Diego County. 
The San Diego County Water Authority (SDCWA) will connect at the San Luis Rey River and 
build 11 additional miles of pipeline and/or tunnel, ending at their diversion structure just north 
of the City of San Marcos in San Diego County. 

As described in the FEIR, SD6 is the result of a comprehensive planning effort. The various 
studies, conducted in the 1980’s and early 1990’s, addressed the myriad issues of population 
growth, water demand, conservation, reclamation, water quality, service reliability and 
flexibility, and drought management. SD6, along with comprehensive groundwater management, 
conservation, and water reclamation programs, is needed to provide sufficient water deliveries to 
meet 1) water resources management, 2) system reliability, and 3) system flexibility objectives in 
San Diego and southern Riverside Counties. On the basis of these issues and objectives, the 
needs analysis identified additional conveyance capacity required in the year 2010 ranging from 
470 cfs to 636 cfs. Currently, the assumption is that 520 cfs will go to SDCWA and 80 cfs will 
go to Rancho California at the Deportola/Anza road intersection, for a total of 600 cfs. 
Downstream control will be provided by SDCWA at the diversion structure in San Marcos. 

 

Second Lower Cross Feeder (Ref. Board Letter Item 8-2 Jan 2006 authorizing design) 

The Second Lower Cross Feeder (SLCF) is a new 84-inch diameter pipeline approximately 2.4 
miles long and designed to convey up to 100 cfs of treated water into the Diemer service area.  It 
will be bi-directional in order to provide an additional future delivery route into the “Central 
Pool” (Los Angeles, Orange, and Ventura Counties) once the Central Pool Augmentation (CPA) 
Program is completed.  This connection will improve operational flexibility and reliability by 
augmenting the Diemer water treatment plant’s service area through delivery of additional 
treated water from the Jensen water treatment plant. The SCLF will allow deliveries to be 
maintained to much of the Diemer service area during emergencies, scheduled shutdowns and 
outages, and ensure treated water quality.  

  



West Valley Conveyance  (Ref. West Valley Area Study – Report No. 1042 March 1993) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
East Branch State Water Project   

(Ref. Phase II Draft East Branch Enlargement Feasibility Report – April 29, 2008)  

 



 
 
  



 

 

 


